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Blessed One, saying : f < Lord, these two robes of bur-
nished cloth of gold are ready for wear. May the
Blessed One show me favor and accept them at my
hands!"                                                                 w

The Blessed One said : " Pukkasha, robe me in one,
and Ananda in the other."                                       M

And the Tathagata's body appeared, shining like a
flame, and he was beautiful above all expression. 2l

And the venerable Ananda said to the Blessed One:
"How wonderful a thing is it, Lord, and how marvel-
lous, that the color of the skin of the Blessed One
should be so clear, so exceedingly bright! When I
placed this robe of burnished cloth of gold on the body
of the Blessed One, lo! it seemed as if it had lost its
splendor!'5                                                                  22

The Blessed One said : " Ther.e are two occasions
on which a Tathagata's appearance becomes clear and
exceeding bright. In the night, Ananda, in which a
Tathagata attains to the supreme and perfect insight,
and in the night in which he passes finally away in
that utter passing away which leaves nothing whatever
of his earthly existence to remain."                          ^

And the Blessed One addressed the venerable
Ananda, and said: "Now it may happen, Ananda,
that some one should stir up remorse in Chunda, the
smith, by saying : {It is evil to thee, Chunda, and loss
to thee, that the Tathagata died, having eaten his last
meal from thy provision.' Any such remorse, Ananda,
In Chunda, the smith, should be checked by saying :
* It is good to thee, Chunda, and gain to thee, that the
Tathagata died, having eaten his last meal from thy
provision. From the very mouth of the Blessed One,
O Chunda, have I heard, from his own mouth have I
received this saying, "These two offerings of food are